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THE ELEMENT

FROMTHEPRESIDENT’S CORNER...

What are chemical engineering
students typically found doing?
Studying? Doing homework?
Reading their fascinating re-
actions engineering textbook?
Sometimes we eat delicious burg-
ers with professors that just grad-
ed ourmidtermexam, try tobreak
outofaprisonwithour classmates
(totallylegal), winacrazy gameof
Big Ball Volleyball, and race down
Perlstein Hall tied up with a part-
ner while balancing two plates of
pie. AIChE conducts a plethora
of social and professional events.
Our weekly speaker series range
from talks about technology used
to convert carbon dioxide into
ethanol to design processes in
constructing an industrial venti-
lation system.

Wefrequently attend the Chicago
chapter’s local section meetings
and exhibits a strong presence
in their events. Our students at-
tended the February local sec-
tion meeting where our advisor,
Donald Chmielewski, was given
the Thiele award. AIChE students
also attended the Midwest Re-
gional Conference at UIC, where
they participated in the poster
competition. We also have been
fortunate to go on plant tours,
including one at Axion. Students
had the chance to visittheir ana-

lytical lab downtown where they
learned about various techniques
Axion employs everyday to create
medical products. Our outreach
also extends to volunteering at
STEM events to expose middle
school kids to engineering prin-
ciples.

This year, the North Central Re-
gional Conference will be held
in Toledo, Ohio from April 12-
13th where our ChemE car team
will be competing. In addition to
this, we are proud tolaunch are-
vamped mentor-mentee program.
More details about this initiative
aregiveninthenextfew pages.

I'dlike toend my piece by thank-
ing my board, which is no less
thana family tome. Whatyouall
do makes me so proud. I'd also
like to thank our general body
members for supporting our
meetingsandevents. Youaretruly
the motivation for our AIChE stu-
dent chapter. We also bid farewell
to the graduating senior class and
wish you all the success in your
life post college. We hope to see
you all at our final event of the
year, Pie-a-professor BBQin May!

Sitoshna Jatty
President
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SOCIALMEDIA

Thissemester, AIChEheld many
events including Pielympics, Din-
nerwith Professors, EscapeRoom,
weekly speakers, and many more!
The turnout for alot of those was
good. Wedid a greatjobin trying
torecruit not just the incoming
freshmen, but a lot of the other
ChemE students who weren’t as
activein AIChEbefore.

Topromote the fun events, in-
formation was posted on our FB

page- AIChE-IIT- as well asonIIT’s
publicpages, ITSCand ITSE. We've

alsobeen promoting themby visit-
ing CHE classes. Thissemester, we
decided to create our very ownins-

tagrampage! Onthereyouwill find

bad punsand cuteboomerangs. Go
followusat !Because we
just started one, there isnot much
on there, butIbelieve thatit will

grow a lot in the future! You can see

some of the pictures of some of the
events down below!

Jessica Forbes
Public Relations Chair

Hello fellow engineers!

My name is Jake Tracey and I
am the current External Vice
President of AIChE atIIT.

Our general body meetings for
the organization are held every
Wednesday during lunch in
Room 108 of Perlstein Hall.
Every meeting includes a
presentationfromaspeakerin
theindustry of chemical engi-
neering, many who are alumni
ofIIT,and food and beverages.

This semester has seen many
great presenters including
speakers from environmental
companies big and small,
national laboratories, chemical
companies at thehead of their
industry, the career services
departmentatIIT,and even
the CEO of a company. Some

THIS SEMESTER’S SPEAKERS

highlights include Ray Cocco
from PSRI, Rachel Brenc from
LanzaTech, Paula Hajakian
from USG, and more qualified
professionals.

Wehavemorespeakers com-
ingupstill this semester with
Svetlana Taylor from Current
Water giving a presentation
onApril17. These meeting are
agreatopportunity tolearn
about the chemical engineer-
ing field, ask questions, and
make professional connec-
tions, so please stopby!If you
want to learn more about our
speakers, check out our Face-
book and Instagram pages.

If youhave any questions or
concerns, email me at jtrac-
eyl@hawk.iit.edu.

Jake Tracey
External Vice President

AIChE membersin an Ethylene Race




LOCALSECTION AND PLANTTOUR

During the Spring semester of
2019, a small group of stu-
dents including myself attend-
edtheFebruaryLocalSection
Meeting which was held at
Greek Islands Restaurant in
Lombard, Illinois. Professor
Donald Chmielewski had
received the Thiele Award and
gavea talk on his Economic
Based Controller Design. The
dinner was a great opportunity
tonetworkwith the AIChE
localsectionand overallthe
students thoroughly enjoyed
the event.

A few students including my-
self also took a trip to Axion
Analytical Labs on Friday,
February 8th, fora plant tour.
There we gota chance tolearn

about chromatography and
how chemical engineering can
apply to thatfield. Wealso got
the chance to run some tests
of ourownonvariousliquid
and gas samples using their
state-of-the-art equipment.
Thetourlasted abouttwo
hours and was very extensive
and detailed, giving students
plenty ofopportunity toask
questions and understand how
the facility works. Overall, the
facility was very nice and they
had very interactive displays
for students toimmerse them-
selvesintherole of ananalyst.

Antonio Archilla
Local Section and Plant Tour
Coordinator

CHEM-E CARUPDATE

We have proved the zinc-copper
galvanic cell system will work most
efficiently for our car. Throughase-
ries connection between 12 galvan-
iccells,anaverage of 12 volts will
be produced to power our motor.
Our stopping mechanism will be
providedby theclassiciodine clock
reaction. Wearenow in the pro-
cessof collectively putting the car
together to perform some trial runs
prior to the competition coming up
verysoon, wishusluck!

NoohaMenk and Jenna Hanning
ChemE Car Coordinators

AIChEmembersatLocal Section Meeting in Lombard, IL

SISTER CHAPTER

Thissemester hasbeenagood one
in terms of making contact with
our sister chapter this year. From
across the globe wehave the Vel-
lore Institute of Technology in In-
dia. I have workedhard with Pranav
Pahadeto coordinate some upcom-
ing cultural exchanges between

our two chapters. Weplan to create
videos sharing different holidays
from our countries to see how they
are celebrated. Itis a great chance
for us to become closer despite the
thousands of milesand 12-hour
time zone difference between us.
Iam excited for the future that we
can share together and how much
we can each grow as organizations.

Joseph Hindy
Sister Chapter Liaison




TREASURER’S TALE

Entering this position, Thad noidea whattreasurer
truly entailed. Asafirstyear, Ithought thatbeing
the AIChE treasurer was going tobe a little like
whenIwasthe treasurer of an org in high school.
ConsideringIdidbasically nothinginthat position,
Iwasvery wrong abouthowbeing the treasurer of
AIChEwas going to go.

Asthe semester has gone on, I havelearned a ton
about the inner workings of a student org. So far
this semester, one of the things I have tried to do
isvary thefood we getatmeetings. One week we
had Chinese food and althoughit wasalot of clean
up, it was great to take a break from pizza oncein a
while. On the other hand, Ihave ordered so many
things from Amazon for the ChemE Car team that
Amazon probably thinks I'm cooking up something
realgood. My Amazonrequestswillneverbethe

Studentscompletetheirescaperoomsin
Foxin a Box, Chicago

same. Another thing I get to dois go to Finance
Board advising meetings and ask them to approve
our budgets. In advising meetings, I have learned
how to makejustaboutany event we do sound like
an essential networking event vital to the chapter’s
success, whetherits the dinner with professorsor
theescaperoom.

Finally, this semester has taught me to do alot of
learning on the fly and to basically just submita
request and pray that OCL approvesitin time. With
this semester nearing the end, I am ready to take on
thenextwithevenmoreimprovements.

Abigail Gunderson
Treasurer




THISSEMESTER'SEVENTS

Theopportunity toserve onexec
board as a freshmanand get to
know fellow chemical engineers
was an amazing experience, one
well worth the effort.

ThissemesterI'vehad the plea-
sure of organizing the Annual
CHBE Awards dinner, where we
recognize exemplary students and

teachers who exceed expectations.

Iwouldliketopersonally thank
allthe professorsinthe depart-
ment for thehard work they
contribute towards their students
and towardsmakingtheeventa
success. Asthe end of the semes-
ternears, the AwardsDinnerwas
a great opportunity for everyone
toreflect on their hard work both
in class and out. The dinner also
gave the graduates the opportu-

nity tosay goodbyeasthey move
onwith their careers. AsInternal
VicePresident, I'vehad the op-
portunity towitnessthefunand
engaging AIChE events through-
outthesemester.

Weheld a Dinner with Professors
atBurgerBar Chicago, where
students wereabletomeetand
discuss with professors outside of
the classroom environment, enjoy
some good food, and relax! We
also held a fun-filled celebration
for Pi-Day atthebog, involving
allsortsofquirky gamesrevolv-
ingaround ourfavoriteirrational
number. Morerecently, AIChE
was ableto visit an Escape Room,
where classmates were able to
bond overacommon goaland try
theirhardestto figureoutclues

and escape. Combined with the
delicious food at Taste of ChemE
and the Bowling Social, this se-
mester provided many engaging
activities throughout the AIChE
chapter here atIIT. We'll wrap
thingsup thissemester with the
upcoming Pie-A-Professor and
end of yearbarbeque. Thisevent
willbea greatway toraise money
forlocal charities as well as get
revengeonour favoritechemE
professors. Ithasbeen a great
semester for AIChE, with various
hosted activitiesthatoverallled to
agreatin-depthexperienceforall
who took part. I can’t wait to start
offthisnextsemester witheven
more fun and awesomeness!

David Hults
Internal VicePresident

DATE

SPEAKER

TOPIC

COMPANY

01/23/2019 Elyse Yarnell Your Career 101 Career Services
02/06/2019 Ken Rufflato Discovering the Private and | EPA
Public Sectors
02/13/2019 Ray Cocco Navigating an R&D Career | Particulate Solid Research, Inc.
in Chemical Engineering
02/20/2019 Rachel Brenc From Big Oil to Biotech, My | LanzaTech
Career So Far
3/27/2019 Ellen Arnold From South KoreatoSim- | Honeywell UOP
ulations: Where my Degree
hastaken Me
03/04/2019 Jaehyung Park Accelerating the Develop- | Argonne National Laboratory
ment of Fuel Cell Catalysts
and Electrodes
04/03/2019 Paula Hajakian | Three Project Examples United States Gypsum




NORTH-CENTRAL CONFERENCE

The AIChE North Central Re-
gional Student Conference will
take place atthe University of
Toledo, Ohio from April Friday
12th to Saturday 13th, 2019.

Some of the conference high-
lights include Regional Chem-
E-Car Competition, Regional
ChemE Jeopardy Competition
andRegional StudentPaper &
Poster Contest. Furthermore, a
banquet will be held on Saturday

eveninganditwillbeavery great

opportunity to have some new
experience with other chemical
engineers.

Atotalof 1911linois Techstu-
dents will have the opportunity
to go to Ohio. The planning

for the trip such as conference
registration, room reservation
and transportation started since
thebeginning of January and as

aconference coordinator you can
expectalotofunexpectedissues
throughout the semester. How-
ever, the AIChE-IIT members
wouldliketothank the Office

of Campus Life, for helping us
through this process and making
the conference possible.

Next semester for Fall 2019, the
National Student Conference will
behosted atOrlando, Florida.
Please come and join us to bond
with other chemical engineers
and tonetwork with the profes-
sionals. There willbeacareer
fair and you could try to getan
interview and also spend few
daysin Florida. Nomatterif you
are a freshman or Junior, you are
welcome to join us for the expe-
rience!

Kimberley Mannikum
Conference Coordinator

ChemE car team presenting at
NCRC2019

GRADUATE LIAISON

Well, it all started whenIwas
volunteered tojoin AIChE as
the Graduate Liaison. The cool
thingaboutbeingaGraduate
Liaison is thatI got to work
with AIChEand GSA.

Graduate Student Associa-
tionhad theirown Graduate
LiaisonRiyaNarjari, weboth
worked hand inhand tohelp

bothourorganizationcome
together foreventslike Taste
of ChemE whichis a pot luck
contributed toby AIChE
members. What I've learned
themostisnottobeafraid to
joinaClubevenif you'vebeen
volunteered, the best opportu-
nities arethe onesthatyou're
notlooking for.

Christian Quintana
Graduate Liaison

MENTOR-MENTEE

This semester we are bringing
back the ChBE Mentor-Men-
tee Program for the 2019-2020
academic year. Upperclassmen
will be paired with first-year
Chemical Engineering students
to provide tips for tricks to sur-
viving the Chemical Engineer-
ing program and IIT in general.
IIT Alumni will be paired with
upperclassmen students to share
their real-world experience and

knowledge as well as guidance for

navigating through their career.

Thisisa greatopportunity to
extend your network and meet
amazing new people!

If you areinterested in joining
the program, please visit the
AIChE websiteand fill out the
application. Alumni and Upper-
classmenwillbematchednolater
than April 27th, asthe program
will commenceMay 2019 and
will officially end May 2020.

Chantel Raygoza
Mentor-Mentee Coordinator







2019 EXECUTIVE BOARD AIChE-IIT Student Chapter
Contactus!
Email: aiche@iit.edu
President Sitoshna Jatty Website: http://aicheo.wixsite.
Internal Vice President------------------ David Hults com/mysite )
External Vice President----------------- Jake Tracey Hawk'hnk: https:// '11t.c'011e—
Secretary Yashwant Kathirvel giatelink.net/organization/
Treasurer Abigail Gunderson aiche
Public Relations Chair ----------------- Jessica Forbes AddusonFacebook! AIChE
Mentor-Mentee Coordinator---------- Chantel Raygoza T
Local Section/Plant Tour Coordinator-- Antonio Archilla AddusonInstagram! @aicheiit
Conference Coordinator --------------- Kimberley Mannikum
ChemE Car Coordinators---------- Nooha Menk and Jenna Hanning
Graduate Liaiso'n‘ Christian' Quintana AIChE Mission Statement:
Sister Chapter Liaison---------------—- Joseph Hindy “Enriching chemical engineer-
Faculty Advisor Donald Chmielewski

ing students with the knowledge
andideasnecessary for their fu-
ture careers through innovative
and creative thought processes.”

SPRING 2019 SUMMARY OF EVENTS

02/07/2019 | Bog Night

VIV VRV

03/01/2019 | Dinner With Professors

03/14/2019 | Pie-lympics

04/02/2019 | Awards Dinner

04/05/2019 | Escape Room

04/10/2019 | Tasteof ChemE

05/01/2019 | PieaProfessor




